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a lady who had been outraged by seven or eight of the ruffians
who were raiding the house of her husband.
With the South thus at their mercy, Sinn Fein pressed the
attack upon the North. In the latter part of March 1922, they
opened what they called an " intensive war " on Belfast. From
the boundaries of the Nationalist quarter gunmen swept the
neighbouring streets and bombs were thrown into tramcars
loaded with workmen on their way to and from the shipbuilding
yards. Every night works and buildings were set afire by
incendiaries; one bomb, thrown into a group of children at
skipping-rope in a crowded street, killed two little girls and
wounded twenty; another bomb, thrown into a cottage, made sad
havoc of the family within. Blows were struck in the dark; none
could say who struck them. The Protestant mob, roused to a
blind fury, invaded the Catholic quarter killing and burning,
while the Government impartially laboured to restore order.
Sir James Craig did not deny that " Roman Catholic outrages "
were followed by "Protestant" reprisals; but he insisted
that in every case the first attacks were made by " Roman
Catholic elements " instigated or imported from across the
Border.
Desperate men among the Loyalists organised their own
secret societies to counter the terrorism of the I.R.A. Doubtless
to avenge the shooting of two special constables in that quarter
of the town, a gang of masked men went to the house of one
Owen McMahon, a Roman Catholic publican in the Antrim
Road district. In answer to their knocking McMahon came down
in his nightshirt and found them already inside. They locked
the womenfolk into a room by themselves, and took McMahon
and his six sons, and his barman, one Frank McKinney, into the
parlour, there told them to recommend their souls to God, and
then shot them, one after another. Only 6ne, a little boy, con-
trived to escape by dodging the bullets under the table and sola,
Such was the massacre of the MeMahons.
Battles were fought over the dead, as, for example, at tb$
funeral of Robert Beattie, postman, Orangeman and ex-soldier,
shot while going his rounds. The hearse was followed by a lomg
train of postmen in uniform and Orangemen in their black coats
and bright sashes; a brass band played the Dead March in And;